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Brain Tumor Society’s Educational Symposium a success!

Information is Power … Power is Hope: Connecting Patients, Survivors, Caregivers and Professionals
$1.3 million in research grants awarded
NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS – Participants from across the United States and as far away as Sweden gathered last weekend for the Brain Tumor Society’s sixth national educational symposium on October 29-30, 2004. Information is Power … Power is Hope: Connecting Patients, Survivors, Caregivers and Professionals is part of the Brain Tumor Society’s mission of education and support, along with the Society’s commitment to funding research. 
The events closed with the Annual Meeting and Dinner on Saturday night, during which 13 scientists were awarded a total of $1.3 million for their brain tumor research projects. This year’s number of applicants for the research grants was record-breaking for the Brain Tumor Society. Executive Director Neal Levitan, Esq., said, “Our Scientific Advisory Council faced a challenging process this year, with so many applicants of such high quality. We are confident that all 13 projects receiving funding from the Brain Tumor Society will make significant contributions to the understanding and treatment of brain tumors. These researchers will help us find a cure.” 
The keynote speakers for the Symposium were nationally recognized practitioners in brain tumor treatment. Dr. Henry Friedman discussed current research and treatment options for “Malignant Glioma – Lab to Bedside.” Dr. Friedman is a neuro-oncologist at The Brain Tumor Center at Duke University. He is widely known for his work with clinical trials. Dr. Robert Martuza is the Chief of Neurological Services at Massachusetts General Hospital and a professor of neurosurgery at Harvard Medical School. His address on “Gene Therapy and Brain Tumors” also highlighted research developments. 
On Saturday, more than 350 people participated in the all-day conference, which featured both adult and pediatric tracks. One attendee was “very appreciative for the pediatric track, separate from adult issues and treatment.” After Martuza’s opening address, participants spent the rest of the morning in panels of their choice. One guest summarized the experience succinctly: “Good information, good format, stimulating discussions, good questions.”

Also in attendance was Liz Holzemer, the 2004 Woman’s Day Inspirational Woman of the Year. A meningioma survivor, Liz was honored by Woman’s Day for her creation of the Meningioma Mommas online community (MeningiomaMommas.org). Holzemer traveled from Littleton, Colorado, to attend the Symposium. Her survivor story will be featured in the Brain Tumor Society’s January/February Heads Up newsletter.
##more##

For lunch, attendees regrouped at tables marked by tumor type or other special interest. The chance to share common experiences is especially valuable to patients who come from smaller towns or more rural areas, where the absence of local treatment centers, support groups and other community resources can exacerbate the feeling of isolation so common to those affected by brain tumors. Between afternoon sessions, participants visited the exhibit tables for other brain tumor information or sought out doctors to ask questions about their personal situations. Many patients traded email addresses and phone numbers to share information about support groups or just to check in with one another after the Symposium.
“This Symposium was well-diversified to reach many people with different interests and varied levels of understanding,” one attendee commented.

The day ended with a reception hour during which the recipients of the Brain Tumor Society’s 2004 research grant awards presented their project posters and talked about their research with visitors. Scientists and clinical professionals compared notes, and patients had another chance to learn first-hand about the steps involved in learning how brain tumors work and, by extension, how they might be cured. 
A number of patients and families Symposium stayed on for the Brain Tumor Society’s award of the $1.3 million in research grants during the Annual Meeting and Dinner.
Each year, more than 200,000 adults and children in the United States are diagnosed with a brain tumor. Brain tumors are the leading cause of solid tumor cancer death in children up to age 19 and the second leading cause of cancer death in young adults ages 20 to 39.

BTS is committed to decreasing the paralyzing isolation experienced by so many patients through access to psychosocial support and creating connections for patients, survivors and their families with others affected by a brain tumor through our symposia and patient/family network. Through our comprehensive educational resources and publications, BTS seeks to arm patients and their caregivers with the knowledge they need to make more informed healthcare decisions. BTS also strives to improve early detection and maintains a national database of brain tumor treatment centers and support groups. BTS supports scientific and clinical conferences internationally to enable those specializing in various fields of brain tumors research and treatment an opportunity to share information and discoveries. The BTS Research Grant Program funds promising brain tumor research projects throughout the United States with the ultimate goal of finding a cure.
For more information about Information is Power … Power is Hope or the Brain Tumor Society, visit www.tbts.org or call 1-800-770-TBTS (8287).  
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